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Child dies in foster home 

Caregivers tell police of seizure 

April 17, 2007 

BY JACK KRESNAK 

FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER 

Another Wayne County foster child -- the third in eight months -- died of trauma incurred at a 
state-licensed foster home, officials said Monday. 

On April 8, 3-year-old James Earl Bradley Jr. of Detroit had seizures and a possible head 
injury in the master bedroom of his foster parents' home in Van Buren Township. 

After being taken first to Annapolis Hospital in Wayne around 9:30 p.m. on April 8, the child 
was transferred by medical helicopter to Mott Children's Hospital at the University of Michigan 
in Ann Arbor. He remained on life support there until he died Friday evening, Township Police 
Detective Bob Greene said Monday. 

Greene said results from an autopsy in Washtenaw County were not yet available, though 
doctors at U-M thought James might have been shaken, received a blunt-force injury to the 
head or both. 

"We know that something happened to him, but we don't know what yet," Greene said. 

The foster parents, identified through court records as Christine Woodward and Lasana 
Karva, were questioned by police after Woodward reported that she and her 15-year-old 
daughter had found James in distress on the floor of the master suite in the family's home on 
Sadie Lane outside Belleville, officials said. 

Woodward reported that she had the flu and that James had watched television with her 10-
year-old son before going to bed around 9 p.m. She and her daughter said they heard crying 
from the bedroom, went upstairs and found James having a seizure, Greene said. 

Officials said Woodward has been a licensed day-care provider for the state for about 10 
years. In November, she and her husband, Karva, became licensed foster parents through the 
Ennis Center for Children, based in Flint, Waterford and Detroit. James was their first foster 
child, state records show. 

Woodward was licensed to have as many as four children in day care and two foster children 
at a time, state records say. Only James, the foster parents and their 15-year-old daughter 
and 10-year-old son were at home the night of April 8, Greene said. 

On Friday, the Michigan Department of Human Services' Office of Children and Adult 
Licensing summarily suspended Woodward's day-care license and the couple's foster-care 
provider license, the DHS said in a news release. The release said the actions "resulted from 
a recent investigation of a complaint" at the home. 

The couple could not be reached Monday. 

Bob Ennis, president and CEO of the Ennis Center, said "the death of this youngster is 
affecting all of us." 

"We're devastated that this happened," Ennis said. "We reviewed all of our records, and the 
state has been there to review our records, and we don't believe that we could have done 
anything to prevent this. We want the investigation to be completed and to find where the 
responsibility lies." 

James and his seven siblings were placed in foster care in April 2006 after allegations that 
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some of them had been sexually abused in their home, court records show. The biological 
family had a history with Child Protective Services dating to January 2005, the records say. 

Two other young foster children have been killed in licensed foster homes in recent months. 
Isaac Lethbridge, 2, of Westland was fatally beaten in a Detroit foster home on Aug. 16, 2006. 
His foster mother is charged with involuntary manslaughter and child abuse. 

Allison Newman, also 2, died Sept. 22 after being injured in the Canton Township home of her 
foster mother, who is jailed on charges of first-degree murder and child abuse. 

Contact JACK KRESNAK at 313- 223-4544 or jkresnak@freepress.com. 

Copyright © 2007 Detroit Free Press Inc. 
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ClickOnDetroit.com 

Third Child In Eight Months Dies In Foster Care 
POSTED: 8:13 am EDT April 17, 2007 
UPDATED: 8:53 am EDT April 17, 2007 

VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP, Mich -- A 3-year-old boy has become the third child to die in a Wayne County foster care home in eight 
months, Local 4 reported. 

Officials say James Earl Bradley Junior of Detroit suffered seizures and a possible head injury at a Van Buren Township home last 
Sunday. 

He remained on life support at Mott Children's Hospital in Ann Arbor until he died Friday. 

Autopsy results in Washtenaw County aren't in yet, police say doctors think James might have been shaken, received a blow to the head 
or both. 

Police questioned his foster parents. Christine Woodward says she and her daughter found James in distress. 

The state's Human Services' office has suspended Woodward's child care provider license pending the outcome of the case. 

 
Copyright 2007 by The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed. 
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Prosecutor: Mother's beating tore a hole in toddler's heart, caused 
her death 
Defense argues woman's boyfriend may be responsible for fatal injuries 

Tuesday, April 17, 2007 

BY MEGAN BROWN  

News Staff Reporter 

The mother of a 3-year-old Ypsilanti Township girl who died in late June beat her daughter so hard that the 
girl's heart bounced off her spine, a prosecutor told a jury at the woman's murder trial Monday.  

That beating tore a hole in the child's heart and ultimately led to her death, Washtenaw County Assistant 
Prosecuter Blake Hatlem said in his opening statement in the trial of LaToya Joplin.  

Joplin is charged with first degree murder, second degree murder and child abuse in the first degree in 
Kayla Joplin's death, which was ruled a homicide caused by blunt force trauma.  

Joplin's defense attorney countered the prosecution's argument by asserting that no physical evidence 
linked Joplin to the death.  

Hatlem said Kayla was a child who frequently suffered injuries that were not treated in a timely fashion.  

"Kayla's life is unfortunately measured by the injuries she sustained in her short life,'' Hatlem said.  

Hatlem presented the jury with a slideshow, at times featuring a photograph of Kayla next to a list of the 
autopsy findings and the girl's medical history.  

Among the litany of bruises and internal injuries that the autopsy results show was a laceration to the girl's 
heart - an injury that Hatlem said would lead to death within 10 minutes.  

Joplin cried throughout Hatlem's opening statement.  

Joplin's defense attorney, Peter Ellenson, did not dispute that Kayla died of injuries related to child abuse. 
However, Ellenson said, there were "two people with equal opportunity'' to kill the girl.  

At the time of Kayla's death, Joplin was dating a man who may be Kayla's father, Ellenson said. Ellenson 
described him as a man who may have been motivated to commit the alleged murder because he wanted 
to cease paying child support.  

In his opening statement, he told the jury that there was no proof Joplin committed the alleged crime.  

Hatlem read aloud statements by the defendant regarding her methods of discipline. Washentaw Sheriff's 
Detective Craig Raisanen interviewed Joplin twice on the day of her daughter's death. In the first interview, 
Joplin said she used "time-outs'' to discipline Kayla. In the second interview, conducted after evidence of 
abuse was found, Joplin told Raisanen that she did strike her child but that she believed Kayla could not 
feel the pain.  

"But what am I supposed to do when this child is not trying to tell me ouch,'' Hatlem quoted Joplin as telling 
Raisanen.  

"Kayla was not spanked; she was beaten to death,'' Hatlem said.  
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Verdict expected soon in baby's poisoning  
Tuesday, April 17, 2007 

By Barton Deiters 

The Grand Rapids Press 

HASTINGS -- She has blamed her best friend. She has blamed her 3-year-old son. But today, a jury is to 
decide whether 24-year-old Jennifer Clement is to blame for her infant daughter's poisoning when the 8-
month-old drank bleach that was put into her baby bottle.  

On Monday, Barry County Prosecutor David Banister presented testimony from witnesses including 19-
year-old Karla Mellen, Clement's former best friend, who was at the home Sept. 8 when baby Belle Clement 
ingested the bleach.  

Mellen said she was spending the night with Clement, who was frustrated with her 3-year-old son and her 
husband and had asked her friend to come over and help. Prior to the alleged poisoning, Mellen said 
Clement said she wished she had never had children, never gotten married and that the two women should 
just leave their lives behind and go on vacation.  

Instead, the two women spent the day watching TV while their 2- and 3-year-old sons played in another 
room.  

A distressing situation  

Mellen said Clement then went to the kitchen to prepare baby formula for Belle and gave her the bottle 
while she sat in her swing-seat. Mellen said the child dropped the bottle several times, but Clement 
returned it to her.  

Mellen said only Clement prepared the bottle, that the 3-year-old was nowhere near it before it was given to 
the baby, and that within a few moments of the feeding, Belle vomited.  

After giving the baby a bath and putting her down for a nap, Clement asked Mellen if she smelled bleach in 
the bottle.  

"As soon as I smelled it, I knew," Mellen said.  

Clement then came out with a Clorox Bleach container, saying it was out and open. Immediately, Clement 
turned to her son, Christopher Clement Jr., and asked him why he tried to kill his sister, according to 
Mellen.  

"He looked confused," Mellen said. "Belle looked like she was asleep, but her eyes were open."  

An emergency call  

Mellen said she had to convince Clement to call 911 because Clement was afraid she would lose her 
children.  

The baby was taken to the hospital and has since recovered.  

In the ensuing investigation, Clement told authorities her son could open child-proof caps, but they gave the 
boy a prescription bottle and he had no idea how to open it.  
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Clement also reported the boy was prone to injuring his sister, stabbing her with screwdrivers and pencils 
and even getting into kitchen knives. She described him several times as "evil."  

But Rebecca Warner, foster care worker with the state Department of Human Services, said the boy clearly 
loved his sister, was kind and protective of her, but was ignored by his mother in lieu of the younger child.  

"Christopher Jr. is a very sweet little boy," Warner said.  

Soon, Clement began to accuse Mellen of "having something to do" with the poisoning.  

While the prosecution dominated the trial Monday, Judge James Fisher said he was ready to throw out the 
most serious charge of first-degree child abuse today unless Banister could show how the legal standard 
for that charge was met since Belle suffered no substantial injury from the alleged poisoning.  

The jury still could consider second-degree child abuse. That has a maximum sentence of five years in 
prison, compared to first-degree abuse, which is a 15-year felony.  

Makled said it is unlikely his client will take the stand in her defense before closing arguments.  

Send e-mail to the author: bdeiters@grpress.com  

 
 

©2007 Grand Rapids Press 

© 2007 Michigan Live. All Rights Reserved. 
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Death of 5-month-old investigated  
BY VICTOR SKINNER 
vskinner@record-eagle.com 

KINGSLEY — Sheriff's deputies will await results of a 5-month-old girl's autopsy to determine how she died 
and the next steps in their investigation. 

Lilly Ann-Rose Martin was in bed with her mother at their Kingsley home when her mother discovered the 
child unresponsive and not breathing around 5:26 a.m. Saturday, Grand Traverse County Undersheriff 
Nathan Alger said.  

The mother called 911 and preformed CPR on the infant before Lilly was rushed by ambulance to Munson 
Medical Center, where she was pronounced dead at 6:13 a.m. 

Investigators interviewed Lilly's mother and two siblings who also were present, but as of Monday, the only 
known facts were that "she went to bed and mom found her at 5:26 a.m.,” Alger said.  

"We investigated the scene and we spoke with the mom and the doctors,” he said. "The child didn't have any 
apparent injuries and there was no evidence of any trauma. There was no indication of any foul play at all.” 

Alger was unsure how long Lilly had been unconscious before her mother found her. Emergency responders 
made attempts to revive the child on the way to the hospital, but were unsuccessful, Alger said.  

Deputies attended the infant's autopsy at a Grand Rapids hospital Monday, where they hoped to get more 
answers. Alger would not comment on the baby's medical history, but said the preliminary autopsy report 
likely will steer their investigation. 

"We should have a preliminary indication at the end of the day to whether or not there was anything found 
that was obvious. If it's a medical reason, the doctor may see that today,” Alger said. "It could give us a 
cause and from that cause we will determine the next step in the investigation.” 

Copyright 1998-2005 Traverse City Record-Eagle
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Parental rights to child's estate lost 
Grandmother can file suit over death 
Iveory Perkins / The Detroit News 

CANTON TOWNSHIP -- A judge ruled Monday that the mother of a 2-year-girl who died allegedly at the hands of her foster mother 
won't have rights to the toddler's estate. 

This is the second time that Anne Hirsch will have lost the rights to her daughter, Allison Newman. 
The first time was when Allison was 6 months old. 
Hirsch did not attend a probate hearing in the chambers of Judge Milton Mack Jr., who decided that Allison's paternal grandmother, 

Deborah Newman, will have the right to file a wrongful death lawsuit on the girl's behalf. 
"I applaud the efforts of Mrs. (Deborah) Newman because Anne is in bad shape " said Craig Hirsch, Anne's father. 
The 2-year-old was allegedly killed by her foster mother, Carol A. Poole of Canton Township, in September. 
A wrongful death lawsuit was filed in February in Wayne County against the Pooles, Lutheran Social Services and others. Anne Hirsch 

and Deborah Newman allege Carol Poole regularly beat Allison. The suit, brought by Geoffrey Fieger's law firm, also alleges Childtime 
Child Care in Plymouth, where Allison stayed in the daytime, ignored signs of abuse and failed to report them to authorities. 

The state closed the day care center in October when its director was charged with a single count of a failure to report suspected abuse 
against Allison. 

Poole, 40, gave multiple stories of how Allison died, including that she fell off a bathroom sink, slipped in the shower, and fell off a 
second-floor balcony during a game of "whirlybird." 

She is charged with felony murder, involuntary manslaughter and first-degree child abuse in Allison's death and faces life in prison. 
Deborah Newman, who couldn't be reached for comment, will proceed with the lawsuit, said Tom Lizza, an attorney with Fieger's office. 
He said Anne Hirsch still can make a claim. 
"This is better suited for Mrs. (Deborah) Newman," Lizza said. "Anne is still the birth mom and has claims to wrongful death. Anybody 

that is legally determined to be an heir would have a claim if monies were recovered." 
You can reach Iveory Perkins at (734) 462-2672 or iveory.perkins@detnews.com. 

Return to regular web page 
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Mount Clemens 

Grant legal tab defended 
Judge says law requires he accept the indigent status claim, and he felt case needs high-profile 
experience. 
Jim Lynch / The Detroit News 

MOUNT CLEMENS -- Macomb County's chief circuit judge on Monday defended his decision to appoint a high-powered attorney for 
accused murderer Stephen Grant, saying the county can try to recoup costs later. 

Macomb Chief Circuit Judge Antonio Viviano said the county was obligated to accept Grant's application for a court-appointed attorney, 
"but if I find out later that they are not indigent, then I can pursue them for perjury," he told a committee of the county commission Monday. 

Two county commissioners recently raised concerns about the county providing Grant with indigent legal defense despite the fact his 
home is in an upscale Washington Township neighborhood. Grant is accused of strangling his wife, Tara, on Feb. 9 in a case that has 
drawn national attention. 

Viviano angered some local attorneys when he bypassed a pre-approved list of court-appointed lawyers to appoint Stephen Rabaut to 
represent Grant. 

"The concern I have is about tax dollars going toward his defense," said Commissioner Peter Lund, R-Shelby Township. 
Viviano, however, said federal law dictates that the counties accept indigency requests when they are filed unless there is obvious 

evidence the applicant is capable of funding his own defense. When cases conclude, counties typically review the defendant's 
circumstances to see whether all or part of the expenses can be recouped, he said. 

"I have to accept" the application, Viviano said. 
For Commissioner Leon Drolet, R-Macomb Township, the assignment raises the possibility that Grant is receiving some form of 

preferential treatment. 
"My constituents have been asking me about this," he said. "Are we treating this individual different than other individuals who are 

accused of a crime?" 
Viviano described concerns over preferential treatment as "not realistic." 
The media attention involved with the Grant case early on threatened to overwhelm the process. Rabaut's experience with high-profile 

cases was another consideration for Viviano, he said. 
"We needed something to tone things down," he said. "And I took that step." 
By erring on the side of caution and providing Grant with quality representation, Viviano said, a potential avenue for appeal is removed. 
"By doing this we have the least chance of the case coming back and for the county to have to spend all of this money all over again," 

the judge said. 

Return to regular web page 
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90% of Elementary School Kids Are Bullied: Survey 

By Alan Mozes 
HealthDay Reporter
Fri Apr 13, 7:02 PM ET  

FRIDAY, April 13 (HealthDay News) -- Nine out of 10 elementary school kids have been subjected to physical or psychological bullying by 
their peers, while six in 10 have been bullies themselves, according to a new study. 

"The results show that even going down to young ages, we have very high levels of bullying and victimization," said study lead author Dr. 
Thomas P. Tarshis, who conducted the research while with the division of child and adolescent psychiatry at Stanford University Medical 
Center. 

Citing the lack of a fast and insightful way to gauge elementary school bullying, Tarshis first teamed with Stanford colleague Dr. Lynne C. 
Huffman to design a new and simple questionnaire that could be completed by children quickly and reliably. 

The survey was restricted to a single page of multiple-choice questions aimed at a third-grade reading level and was designed to be 
completed in a classroom setting within five to 10 minutes. The children were asked 22 questions describing one of two bullying scenarios -- 
"direct" bullying involving physical violence or the threat of harm and "indirect" bullying involving social ostracizing, teasing, giving "looks" or 
spreading rumors. 

With funding from the U.S. National Institutes of Health, Tarshis and Huffman administered the questionnaire in 2004 to 95 boys and girls 
attending fourth through sixth grades at two California elementary schools and 175 students attending third through fourth grade in one 
school in Arizona. The schools from which the kids were drawn were approximately 60 percent white, 20 percent Hispanic and 6 percent 
African-American. 

Of the nine out of 10 students who indicated they had been a victim of bullying at some point, most said they had been subjected to several 
types of bullying at least "sometimes" -- a finding the researchers defined as a "high level" of victimization. 

The percentage of children who said they had been bullies themselves did not vary significantly between grades. By contrast, fewer fifth 
graders said they had been a victim of bullying, compared to children in the other grades. 

The findings are published in the April issue of the Journal of Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics. 

Tarshis, who is now director of the Bay Area Children's Association in Cupertino, Calif., and Huffman suggested that the new test seems to 
be a useful and easy-to-administer tool to help educators get a quick handle on the degree of bullying going on in schools. It can also be 
used to spark discussion among students on what appears to be a widespread problem, the researchers said. 

"We need to shift the mindset that being bullied in school is OK, because we know that kids who are victimized and bullied have poor 
outcomes in the future," he said. "And, in reality, it's affecting a majority of kids in our schools." 

"So, we need to increase awareness, and parents need to talk to their kids about what's going on in school," Tarshis said. "Children and their 
peers, teachers and school staff, and parents and guardians, all need to be involved." 

But Dr. Christopher Lucas, associate professor of psychiatry at New York University's Child Study Center and director of its Early Childhood 
Service, thinks the problem of bullying may not be quite so pervasive as the new survey suggests. 

"I'm very skeptical about nine out of ten," said Lucas. "That number is huge. But you have to keep in mind that when little kids self-report, 
there tends to be a lot of over-reporting. And my suspicion is that they may well be including behaviors that wouldn't be regarded by most 
people as bullying in terms of either frequency or intensity." 

Lucas' own research suggests considerably lower levels of bullying -- along the lines of 50 percent saying they've been bullied and 15 
percent saying they've bullied themselves. 

Back to Story - Help
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Copyright © 2007 HealthDay. All rights reserved. 
The information contained above is intended for general reference purposes only. It is not a substitute for professional medical advice or a medical exam. Always seek 

the advice of your physician or other qualified health professional before starting any new treatment. Medical information changes rapidly and while Yahoo and its 
content providers make efforts to update the content on the site, some information may be out of date. No health information on Yahoo, including information about 
herbal therapies and other dietary supplements, is regulated or evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration and therefore the information should not be used to 

diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease without the supervision of a medical doctor.  

But he agreed that bullying is a widespread problem that needs serious attention. 

"New ways of bullying -- not always violent -- are constantly developing, such as the name-calling and insulting that's happening now on 
social networking sites like 'Facebook' and 'Myspace.com,' " he said. "And there are a lot of negative consequences for all kinds of bullying. 
It's one of the most common forms of stress among young people, and people who are bullied have more physical illness, more school 
absence, lower academic achievement, and are more likely to become bullies themselves over time. So, yes, it's serious." 

More information 

For advice on how to handle bullying, visit the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 
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Column: State neglecting its kids  
Tuesday, April 17, 2007 

By Sharon Emery 

It's hard to imagine a role the state of Michigan has failed to fulfill more spectacularly than that of nurturing 
parent.  

It's stingy with its affections -- as evidenced by the woeful lack of foster and adoptive families for the 19,000 
children in its child welfare system.  

And, sadder still, it's stingy with its resources in providing for them.  

Gov. Jennifer Granholm has proposed spending $35 million more on child welfare in 2008, but that and 
other new spending initiatives assume passage of nearly $1.6 billion in new tax revenue for the 2007 and 
2008 fiscal years.  

Until lawmakers make decisions on revenue, there really can be no decisions on spending.  

When it comes to its neediest and most vulnerable children, Michigan appears bankrupt on several counts.  

Which is why the state finds itself in U.S. District Court in Detroit, defending itself in a class-action lawsuit 
brought by Children's Rights, a nonprofit advocacy group that has forced foster care changes in several 
states.  

The charge? Basically that the state has subjected foster care children to the same kind of neglect and 
abuse it was supposed to be saving them from. Cases cited in the suit include that of a 16-year-old girl who 
over 14 years was in 10 different placements, some of which subjected her to physical and sexual abuse.  

Michigan stands charged with failing to provide basic physical and mental care; failing to avoid repeated 
moves of children from home to home; failing to adequately monitor children's safety; and failing to address 
high worker caseloads and turnover.  

U.S. District Judge Nancy Edmunds is taking testimony before ruling on the state's request to dismiss the 
suit. Department of Human Services officials, who administer the child welfare system, ended settlement 
talks with Children's Rights last week, saying the cash-strapped state has no funds to back them up on any 
agreement they might make.  

The discovery of mitigating evidence in the case seems unlikely. State-financed reports have already 
condemned the system.  

There's the 2005 state Auditor General's Office finding that the state had failed to do periodic criminal 
background checks on adults caring for foster children, and failed to ensure that caseworkers performed 
required visits to check on the safety of foster children.  

There are years of reports from the Office of Children's Ombudsman, all concluding that caseworker failure 
to follow laws and procedures is the leading reason why the child welfare system fails. Among the reasons 
for that failure: inexperienced, undertrained, burned-out workers with insufficient supervision.  

Today, as an agency fulfilling various human needs in an economic downturn that just won't quit, DHS is 
defined by two intersecting lines that form a big, imposing X. One line slices diagonally in an ever 
ascending trajectory. That line represents caseload, up about 46 percent since 2000.  

The other line is DHS work force, descending about 27 percent, down more than 3,500 jobs.  

Nineteen months ago DHS Director Marianne Udow testified before the Senate Families and Human 
Services Committee that the agency needed at least 160 more child protection workers, at a cost of about 
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$11 million, to get caseloads down to the recommended 15-to-1 ratio.  

She got 51 this year. Caseloads are now between 25-to-1 and 60-to-1. Close, but probably not good 
enough to stop the lawsuit from going forward. A June 2008 trial date has been set.  

Children's Rights had been working with the state to make reforms before filing the lawsuit in August, but 
the group said progress was too slow.  

As Udow told lawmakers back in September of 2005: "Resources are a very important part of this problem. 
In every state where there have been challenges to the system ... the system has been improved with 
significant increases in resources."  

Waiting longer is unlikely to make that statement any less true.  

 
Contact Sharon Emery at (517) 487-8888 x236 or e-mail her at semery@boothnewspapers.com. 

©2007 Booth Newspapers 

© 2007 Michigan Live. All Rights Reserved.
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Corrigan, Udow Giving Joint Address  
 
MIRS, April 16, 2007 
 
Experts in higher education and foster care will be looking for solutions to provide former foster 
youths access to higher education at a Foster Care-Higher Education Summit later this week.  
 
Department of Human Services Director Marianne UDOW and state Supreme Court Justice 
Maura CORRIGAN will provide the opening address Thursday at Starr Commonwealth in 
Albion. Udow and Corrigan co-chaired a 45-member task force in 2006 charged with developing 
an action plan to address the needs of Michigan youths aging out of foster care.  
 
"One of the key recommendations we hear from foster youths is the need for added support to 
pursue higher education," Udow said. "I'm very hopeful that, by working collaboratively, we can 
develop real solutions for foster youths. Advanced training and higher education helps them 
successfully transition to successful adults."  
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Teen Pleads Guilty In Stabbings Of 2 CMU Students 
POSTED: 4:57 pm EDT April 16, 2007 

MOUNT PLEASANT, Mich. -- A 15-year-old boy has pleaded guilty to two assault charges in the stabbings of two 
Central Michigan University students and will find out May 18 whether he will be sentenced as an adult. 

The Mount Pleasant teen pleaded guilty Friday to assault with intent to do great bodily harm, a maximum 10-year felo
and to felonious assault with a dangerous weapon, which carries a maximum four-year sentence. 

The plea deal clears him of earlier charges of assault with intent to commit murder and a second count of assault with
dangerous weapon. 

The teen entered the pleas as an adult. Isabella 
County trial Judge William Ervin told the boy during 

plea hearing that he could impose an adult, juvenile or blended sentence. 

In a blended sentence, a judge imposes an adult sentence, but the defendant is held in a juvenile facility up to age 21 
see if he or she can be rehabilitated, said Isabella County prosecutor Larry Burdick. 

Lermer was being held at a juvenile detention center in Bay City. 

 
Copyright 2007 by The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or 
redistributed. 
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Michigan Report 
 
April 16, 2007 
 
NEW KUIPERS BILL WOULD DEAL WITH ALL PUBLIC HEALTH CARE 
 
Sen. Wayne Kuipers (R-Holland) will introduce legislation this week to create health 
insurance pools for all public employees, not just school employees. 
 
A press conference will be held later this week to unveil the legislation that will be 
similar to a series of bills introduced in the last legislative session, with the major 
exception that it would cover all public employees instead of just public school workers. 
 
A person familiar with the legislation said that if local governments took advantage of the 
proposals in the legislation it could save them about 8 percent on their health care costs. 
 
Establishing health insurance pools, to effectively break the Michigan Education Special 
Services Association, which is the largest health insurer of public school employees in 
the state, has been a goal of many Republicans.  Supporters of the concept said the 
proposal could save hundreds of millions of dollars to school districts, figures that 
MESSA disputes. 
 
Gary Fralick, a spokesperson for MESSA, said he could not comment on the proposal 
since he had not seen the legislation.  
 
The organization had opposed SB 895 , SB 896 , SB 897  and SB 898  which passed 
the Senate in December 2005.  And Mr. Fralick  said if the new legislation requires that 
groups release their claims experience then it would have to oppose the proposals again.  
 
An official did not say if claims experience would be released, but did say the legislation 
was very similar to the previous bills. 
 
Ken Fletcher, spokesperson for the Michigan AFL-CIO, said the proposal would likely be 
supported by most labor organizations.   “It’s a broad-based plan that could lower health 
care costs for workers while preserving employee benefits,” he said. 
 
An official said the bills would create catastrophic care pools for workers and allow local 
governments to go into pools to help control costs.  The legislation could, for example, 
allow all local governments on a countywide basis to join together into a pool to provide 
health care coverage, the official said. 



 

 

10-year plan aims to enlist help in taking poor off streets 

April 17, 2007 

BY MARISOL BELLO 

FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER 

Tamika Stokes hasn't had a permanent place she's called home since she left her parents' 
house when she was 15. 

She's lived with relatives temporarily, in cars and, most recently, with the mother of a former 
boyfriend until he made his mother turn her out. 

Now, 23, with three sons and another baby on the way, Stokes found she had nowhere else 
to go. So a week and a half ago, she did what she never imagined she'd do: take up 
residence at a homeless shelter she'd found in the yellow pages. 

"It's hard," Stokes said, crying softly. "It seems like I've done hit rock bottom." 

Stokes and her children are part of the changing face of homelessness in Detroit and in 
Michigan. 

Homeless advocates say 67% of the estimated 14,000 people in Detroit, Highland Park and 
Hamtramck are made up of families headed by single women with children. In Michigan, the 
average age of the estimated 50,000 homeless statewide is 10. 

On Monday, advocates and Detroit Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick announced a 10-year plan they 
say will end homelessness in the three cities by focusing on finding permanent housing for 
those who need it. 

The advocates have created a registry of available temporary and permanent housing and 
formed a task force that would tap landlords, developers and banks to find, build or finance 
permanent affordable housing. 

"We're going to have to work together with the business community and the landlords," said 
Candace Williams, housing programs coordinator for the Salvation Army and one of the 
leaders of the 10-year program. "Most of our energy is focused on helping families. We want 
to reunify families and move them to affordable, permanent housing." 

Stokes, who is staying at the Coalition on Temporary Shelter, known as COTS, near the Cass 
Corridor, welcomes the plan. She said she wants to get her general equivalency diploma, find 
a job and move into her own home with her sons. 

"I want to be one of the ones who say the shelter helped me. I don't want to be one of the 
ones who leave and end up here again and again," she said. "I just say, 'Don't give up on us. 
We have no where else to turn to.' " 

Contact MARISOL BELLO at bello@freepress.com. 

Copyright © 2007 Detroit Free Press Inc. 
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Brutality for fun reveals a sick society 

April 16, 2007 

Seems like every time you think we're making some progress as a society, reality says 
otherwise. 

Among the latest sick activities of the sick people among us, teenage boys and young men 
have found perverted fun in preying on the homeless, sometimes with bats and concrete 
blocks, and even videotaping the brutal, mindless beatings. 

Who raises such people? 

The National Coalition for the Homeless reported 142 attacks against homeless people in 
2006, including five in Michigan. Twenty of those assaults resulted in death. Such beatings 
are up 65% from 2005, when 86 were reported, including 13 homicides. Given the hidden 
nature of the homeless population, the real numbers are probably far higher. 

What is going on? 

Typically, police have no good answers, as a homicide in Orlando last year involving five 
teenagers shows. 

"I don't think there was a motive, other than, 'Let's beat someone up,' " said a police 
spokeswoman, after police found a dying homeless man, bludgeoned so badly that he could 
barely move. 

This brutality partly reflects society's increasingly mean-spirited attitudes -- and in some cases 
public policies and laws -- toward the homeless. Indifference to their plight has morphed into 
outright hostility. 

Some states and members of Congress are, with reason, considering whether to classify 
attacks on homeless people as hate crimes, because they often have no motive, other than a 
twisted sense of fun or outright hatred for someone who is poor, vulnerable, perhaps mentally 
ill and generally viewed as a loser. But finding an answer to this brutal breakdown of civility 
poses a far bigger challenge to the nation than can be solved by passing a law. 

Copyright © 2007 Detroit Free Press Inc. 
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Michigan Report 
 
April 13, 2007 
 
D.H.S. OUT OF HEATING ASSISTANCE 
FUNDS FOR FY ‘07 
 
Cuts made to federal heating assistance dollars against the protestations of 
lawmakers and Governor Jennifer Granholm mean Michigan’s poorest 
residents will go without heating credits and emergency energy payments for 
the rest of this fiscal year, the Department of Human Services announced on 
Friday. 
 
The department’s notice that it had run out of money for the program for FY 
2007 comes two months after Ms. Granholm and 34 other governors and 
legislators (in resolutions HR 33  and HCR 5 ) urged the federal 
government to restore $1 billion in cuts to the Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program. 
 
Lawmakers also asked the federal government not to adopt $380 million in 
proposed cuts to FY 2008’s budget (which would mean $47 million less for 
Michigan). 
 
DHS, which has given out $45.7 million in crisis assistance funds since 
October, said residents who already receive home heating credits would 
continue to get assistance through September.  However, the department 
doesn’t have the funding to approve any new applications this year. 
 
Sharon Parks, vice president for policy at the Michigan League for Human 
Services, said that, especially in light of the unseasonably chilly weather, 
more people than ever would suffer from shut offs without this funding. 
 
“Many households are going to get big bills at the end of this month,” she 
said.  “This compounds the problem many people already have about 
whether to cut back on food or pay the heat bill – to pay for medications or 
pay for heat.” 
 
She said her organization refers people to agencies that can help cover the 
cost of food and other needs so there’s more money going toward high 
utility bills. Even then, Ms. Parks said, the average person still doesn’t have 
enough money to go around. 
 



To qualify for the home heating credit a person must be at or below 110 
percent of the poverty level, which is $15,735 per year for a family of three. 
 
The average credit in 2006 was $193 and went toward nearly 390,000 
families to help pay for energy costs, DHS said.  Another 108,895 
households got an average of $488 for emergency payments to avoid 
shutoffs. 
 
“Hundreds of thousands of Michigan families rely on energy assistance,” 
DHS Director Marianne Udow said.  “Energy costs continue to rise and 
families in low-income households are facing few choices.” 
 




